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It's time to be aware of the dangers of radon gas

November is National Lung Cancer Awareness Month. Each year, more people die from lung cancer than from all the breast cancers, colon cancers and prostrate cancers combined. Yet lung cancer research funds fall far behind those more popular charities. Why? Because people tend to associate lung cancer with smoking, which victims chose to do. 

Well, the people of Cancer Survivors Against Radon (www.cansar.org) would have you consider another cause of lung cancer: radon gas. Radon is the second-leading cause of lung cancer after smoking, according to the U.S. surgeon general. Radon is a naturally occurring, invisible, odorless radioactive gas that is found in all soils but is more prevalent in the granite soils of the Sierra Nevada. It seeps into your house, but you won't know it's there without a test. 

Six percent of the homes in Sacramento and more than half of the homes in South Lake Tahoe are over the EPA action level of 4 pCi/L (picocuries per liter), according to the California DPH Radon Office.

But there may be less radon in the new homes being built by the 254 victims of the Angora fire, 72 of which have building permits to put in foundations this fall. Supervisor Norma Santiago recently asked that El Dorado County Environmental Management prepare a radon ordinance to require all new homes in the Tahoe Basin portion of El Dorado County to be built with RRNC (radon-resistant new construction). Since building radon out during new construction is so simple and so cheap, no one should complain, yet we will have to wait and see if a new building ordinance will be accepted or fought by our local architects and builders.

Wouldn't National Lung Cancer Awareness Month be a good time for all of us to find out if we have high radon levels in our homes? Five-dollar test kits are available through the California Department of Public Health radon Web site at www.cdph.ca.gov/healthinfo/environhealth/Pages/Radon.aspx.

For more information on radon in this area, go to www.RadonAtTahoe.com.
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