Radon at Tahoe Requests that All Government Buildings in the Tahoe Basin Be Tested for Radon

June 2, 2008
To:  
City Council members, County Board of Supervisors, Federal and State Officers, 

Building Safety Committee, Employee Bargaining Unit Officer
From:  
Jeff Miner, Radon At Tahoe, http://www.RadonAtTahoe.com

530-577-7293

Radon At Tahoe respectfully requests that every Federal, State, County and City building, whether rented or owned, in the Lake Tahoe Basin be tested for radon.  
Background:

Radon is a colorless, odorless, naturally occurring radioactive gas that cannot be detected without a test.  Radon enters a building from the ground beneath it and can accumulate to high levels that increase the risk of lung cancer.  The U.S. Surgeon General estimates that over 20,000 people die each year from radon induced lung cancer.  He recommends that all buildings in high radon areas be tested for radon.
Many residential houses in our area have been tested for radon, some because of the California Department of Health Services Tahoe Radon Survey in 2007.  Over 50% of the houses tested in the City of South Lake Tahoe have radon levels over the EPA action level.  Most government and commercial buildings have not been tested. 

Our two local school districts were the first to test for radon on a large-scale.  Much news has been made over radon at Zephyr Cove Elementary School, with some parents removing their children from the school until the radon issue is resolved.  Lake Tahoe Unified School District has tested classrooms and offices for radon and is working on lowering high readings by the use of positive air pressure heating and cooling systems.
Very high radon levels have recently been discovered in the new U.S. Forestry Service Building, on College Way, near Al Tahoe Blvd.  USFS officials are in the process of testing and evaluating the problem and will soon be meeting with the building’s designers to chart a plan to fix this design flaw.  Do other government buildings have radon problems without anyone knowing it?  This is what we hope to answer through this request.
The motivation for testing government buildings for radon should not come from a legal obligation, but rather as a demonstration of a concern for the health and safety of your workers and to provide healthy indoor air quality for all who visit your offices.  
Radon testing is a relatively low cost and simple procedure using charcoal test kits that can be sent to a lab for analysis, or continuous radon monitors that display readings electronically and can be moved office to office.  Certified professional radon testers can also be used.  Ginger Huber of County Environmental Management, George Faggella of the California DHS Radon Office, and me, Jeff Miner, at Radon At Tahoe are three resources to call on to help with your radon testing procedure. 
The following is a partial list of government agencies that have buildings (either owned or rented) in the Lake Tahoe Basin:

Federal

Coast Guard
Lake Station, 2500 Lake Forest Road, Lake Forest, CA 530-583-4433
FBI

870 Emerald Bay Road, SLT, CA 530-542-4140
Forest Service
Lake Tahoe Basin Mgt. Unit, Supervisor’s Office 35 College Drive, SLT, CA 530-543-2600 



Lake Tahoe Visitor Center  Emerald Bay Road, SLT, CA
Post Offices
throughout the Basin

Regional

TRPA

Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, 128 Market Street, Stateline, Nevada



North Shore Bldg:  3080 North Lake Blvd, Tahoe City, California
State of California

California Conservation Corps, Tahoe Center, 1949 Apache Ave, Tahoe Paradise 530-577-0850
Food and Agriculture Department, Meyers Inspection Station 3208, Tahoe Paradise 530-577-2196
Forestry and Fire Protection Department of, South Lake Tahoe, 2092 Lake Tahoe Blvd, SLT, CA, 530-544-5843

Highway Patrol, South Lake Tahoe Office, 2063 Hopi Ave, SLT, CA 530-577-1001

Department of Motor Vehicles, SLT Office, 3344 Lake Tahoe Blvd, SLT, CA 800-777-0133

Parks and Recreation, Sierra District, 525-7232

Sugar Pine Point State Park, Tahoma,  525-7982
Donner Memorial State Park, Donner Lake, CA 582-7892
DL Bliss State Park, Tahoma, CA 525-7277

Grover Hot Springs State Park, Markleeville, CA 694-2248

Rehabilitation Dept. 2489 Lake Tahoe Blvd., SLT, CA 541-3226

California Tahoe Conservancy, 1061 3rd St., SLT, CA 542-5580
Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region, 2501 Lake Tahoe Blvd, SLT, 542-5400 
El Dorado County
Animal Control 1120 Shakori Dr, SLT, CA 577-1766

Child Protective Services 981 Silver Dollar Ave, SLT, CA 

Child Support Services, 3368 Lake Tahoe Blvd. SLT, 573-3455

Superior Courts, 1354 Johnson Blvd. SLT, 573-3044

Development Services (Building Department), 3368 Lake Tahoe Blvd, SLT, 573-3330

District Attorney, 1360 Johnson Lane, SLT, 573-3100

Elections, 3368 Lake Tahoe Blvd, SLT, Suite 108 573-3408
Environmental Management, 3368 Lake Tahoe Blvd., SLT, CA  573-3450

Mosquito-Vector Control, 1170 Rufus Allen Blvd, SLT, CA 573-3197

Health Dept, 1360 Johnson Blvd, Suite 103, SLT, CA, 573-3155

Library, 1000 Rufus Allen Blvd, SLT, CA, 573-3185

Mental Health, 1900 Lake Tahoe Blvd, SLT, CA, 573-3251
Probation Office, 1041 Al Tahoe Blvd, SLT, CA, 573-7980
Public Administration, 1360 Johnson Blvd, SLT, CA, 573-3000

Recorder-Clerk, 3368 Lake Tahoe Blvd, SLT, CA, 573-3409

Sheriff – Coroner, 1360 Johnson Blvd, SLT, CA, 573-3000
Transportation Dept Maintenance, 1121 Shakori Dr, SLT, CA, 573-3180

Transportation Dept Engineering, 924 Emerald Bay Rd, SLT, CA, 573-3134

City of South Lake Tahoe

Administrative Center, Council Chambers, 1907 Airport Road, SLT, CA 
Services Center, 1052 Tata Lane, SLT, CA 
Police Department, 1352 Johnson Lane, SLT, CA, 542-6100
Recreation Complex-Pool, 1180 Rufus Allen Blvd, SLT, CA 542-6056

Redevelopment and Housing, 1901 Airport Road, SLT, CA 542-6047

Senior Center, 3050 Lake Tahoe Blvd, SLT, CA 542-6094
Chamber of Commerce
Visitor’s Authority

State of Nevada

Department of Motor Vehicles 

Nurse, Department of Health

Douglas County

Service Center

Court

Heavenly Valley Offices

Kahle Community Park

